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         I hope you all have been well. It has been a couple months
since my last newsletter and life is finally starting to slow
down. Since you last heard from me, my husband and I got
married and moved into our new home. Both of these things
have taken a significant amount of stress off my plate now
that they are done.  I feel like I can breathe a little easier now.    
      Winter is here in full swing, bringing the holiday season with
it. I know this time of year is busy for everyone. It is a busy
time at our office as well. Between construction and meetings
things have been quite eventful these past few months. After
the New Year I hope to continue to be busy with winter
programming. Please check out the events section of this
newsletter to keep up with all the winter programming
happening at the office. 
       This newsletter contains quite a few articles pretaining to
grain crops. Including some economic outlook articles for
2026, as well as how farmers fared this past harvest season. It
also contains an article about the economic assistance that
the USDA just released for row crop farmers. Also check out
the articles pretaining to livestock health, feeding, and
management for this winter. 

I hope you all stay safe this holiday 
season!
Brittany

THE FARMACY
DECEMBER NEWS 

Agent Remarks 



Row-crop producers across the South faced
another difficult year in 2025. Weather

challenges led to wide yield variability across
much of the region. Even where yields were

strong, low commodity prices and persistently
high input costs kept margins tight, leaving

many operations near or below breakeven for a
third straight year. Shifts in acreage were
common, with corn gaining ground at the

expense of cotton and, in some areas,
soybeans.

Financial stress remains a major concern
heading into 2026, as limited storage capacity,

tighter credit conditions, and low prices
continue to pressure farm profits. To capture

conditions across the south, we asked
Extension agricultural economists in each state
to provide a brief summary of the 2025 season.

Their state-by-state perspectives are below.
Click HERE to read more!

Crops 

How Southern Row-Crop
Producers Fared in 2025

-University Economists Throughout the South

Seed Size and Crop Yield in 
Kentucky in 2025

-Dennis Egli 

The year 2025 might turn out to be the year of
the ‘small seeds’. Some producers harvested

seeds that are smaller than normal. The
explanation for this phenomenon lies in the

interaction between the vagaries of the
weather and the stage of crop development.

Click HERE to read more!

https://southernagtoday.org/2025/12/03/how-southern-row-crop-producers-fared-in-2025/
https://graincrops.mgcafe.uky.edu/articles/wet-spring-and-dry-summer-make-wild-yield-swings
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/agricultural-trade-china-steps-back-from-u-s-soybeans
https://graincrops.mgcafe.uky.edu/articles/seed-size-and-crop-yield-kentucky-2025
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/agricultural-trade-china-steps-back-from-u-s-soybeans


UK Economists Point to Livestock
Strength, Row Crop Strain in 2026

-Jennifer Elwell

Administration Providing Economic
Assistance Payments to Struggling Farmers

-Joe Outlaw and Bart L. Fischer

On Monday, December 8th, President Trump and USDA
Secretary Rollins announced the creation of the Farmer

Bridge Assistance (FBA) Program, a new round of
economic assistance totaling $12 billion for the 2025

crop, with $11 billion for row crop farmers. While
details such as individual commodity payment rates

have not been made available, it was announced that
the structure of FBA would be similar to the Emergency
Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP) that producers
received earlier this year due to low commodity prices

received for the 2024 crop.
Click HERE to read more! 

Ag Economics and Policy 

Strong cattle, poultry and horse sales dominated
for much of 2025, leading economists to predict

Kentucky agricultural sales will be $8.3 billion for
the year despite lower grain prices burdened by

supply outpacing demand.
Will Snell, Ph.D., extension economist at the

University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of
Agriculture, Food and Environment, said that while
final 2024 agricultural cash receipts ― reported at
$7.9 billion by the Economic Research Service in

September ― were slightly lower than the previous
year, 2025 receipts offer hope for recovery and
may rival the record high cash receipts in 2022.

Click HERE to read more!

https://southernagtoday.org/2025/12/11/administration-providing-economic-assistance-payments-to-struggling-farmers/
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/low-mississippi-river-levels-again-jeopardize-farm-income
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://agecon.mgcafe.uky.edu/directory/will-snell
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://www.ca.uky.edu/
https://www.ca.uky.edu/
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346
https://research.uky.edu/news/uk-economists-point-livestock-strength-row-crop-strain-2026
https://mailchi.mp/1ecd735bbc15/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21559258?e=9e0ff44835
https://mailchi.mp/935b6c156f5c/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21496285?e=b2c1897346


·Begin utilizing stockpiled pastures. Graze pastures with orchardgrass and clovers first. Save tall fescue
pastures for late winter grazing.
·Using polywire, strip graze stockpiled pastures to improve Utilization. Start at the water source and
allocate enough forage for 2-3 days. Back fencing is not necessary.
·Make plans to frost seed red and white clover onto closely grazed tall fescue pastures in February.
·Some hay can be fed as stockpiled grass is grazed to stretch grass.
·Begin hay feeding as stockpiled forage is used up

Forage Timely Tips

Forage News

In our pasture for profit grazing schools, it is often said
that mechanical harvest of stored forages is about

three times more expensive as compared to livestock
harvest of forage in a managed grazing system. From
this perspective, winter grazing offers an opportunity
to improve the bottom line of pasture-based livestock

production. 
Click HERE to read more!

Small Ruminant Winter Grazing
Management

-Rory Lewandowski & Brady Campbell

Hay with a Side of Vitamin A
-Amber Friedrichsen

Slow pasture growth due to drought conditions limits
more than forage yield and grazing potential — it can

reduce beta carotene levels in plants and raise the risk
of vitamin A deficiencies in cattle. An early start to the
hay-feeding season when fall pastures fizzle out may

also warrant more diligent vitamin A supplementation
to ensure cows meet their needs this winter.

In an article from Kansas State University Extension,
Emma Briggs says vitamin A deficiencies can result in

reduced feed intake, slow animal growth, and
reproductive issues like low conception rates and

stillborn calves.
Click HERE to read more!

https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2019/10/29/small-ruminant-winter-grazing-management/
https://hayandforage.com/article-5460-NovaGraz-offers-white-clover-tolerance.html
https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://hayandforage.com/article-5525-Hay-with-a-side-of-vitamin-A.html
https://hayandforage.com/article-5475-Will-hay-prices-beef-up.html


Conservation
Corner

Here are some ways the Scott County
Conservation District can help you!

Scott County Conservation District
           100 E Penn Ave (M-F 9:00 – 2:00pm),

502-863-2466,  scottcountycd@yahoo.com

State Cost Share
Applications accepted for 2026
funding until October 30, 2025
4 Areas of Interest: 
Livestock – Animal Feeding
Operations (AFO)
Livestock – Pastureland BMP
Cropland BMP
Forestland BMP

Local Cost Share
Programs Include:
Gateway, Barn Entrance & Heavy Traffic
Corridor Erosion Control Program
Pipeline and Waterer
Cover Crop
Pasture Renovation

Backyard Conservation
Programs Include:
Plant a Tree – 50% cost-share up to $100
Pollinator Plot – 50% cost-share up to $100
Rain Barrel Kit – 50% cost-share up to $25.00
Garden Cover Crop – Free bags of wheat seed





Livestock 

Preparing for Lambing Season
-Penn State Extension 

Equine Winter Wellness Tips
-Olivia Watson

What to do When Calves Are Born Weak 
-Dr. Michelle Arnold 

Depending on where you live, equine care in the colder
months can be difficult. Luckily, horses can adapt to a wide

range of temperatures. However, human intervention is
sometimes necessary to keep our horses safe and

comfortable in winter.
Click HERE to read more!

Lambing time is often the busiest season of the year.
With some preparations beforehand, and some

attention to details, lambing season can run
smoothly. 

Producers should prepare for the first lambs to arrive
a few days prior to the full 144 days gestation,

although gestation can range from 144 to 150 days.
As producers prepare for lambing, there are a few

main points to keep in mind.
Click HERE to read more!

“Weak Calf Syndrome” is a term applied to a calf born
alive but lacks vigor, is slow to stand, and may not
attempt to nurse. Affected herds may also see an

increase in stillborn calves. The known factors
contributing to the development of weak calves
include inadequate nutrition for the dam during

pregnancy, difficult calving (known as “dystocia”) and
infectious diseases, especially BVD virus.

Click HERE to read more!

https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/07/09/the-new-world-screwworm-texas-is-at-risk-but-what-about-kentucky/
https://extension.psu.edu/equine-winter-wellness-tips
https://extension.wvu.edu/agriculture/pasture-hay-forage/pasture-based-livestock/quick-guide-to-drought-management
https://mailchi.mp/5f7274f20301/cattle-market-notes-weekly-21487389?e=97693da52e
https://fas.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Livestock_poultry.pdf
https://extension.psu.edu/preparing-for-lambing-season
https://fas.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Livestock_poultry.pdf
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2022/02/09/what-to-do-when-calves-are-born-weak-2/


NATURAL RESOURCES
Kentucky Department of Fish and

Wildlife: Deer Summary
-Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife

Deer hunters in Kentucky had a very productive November
with over 105,000 deer harvested across the

Commonwealth. The majority of these were taken during
Kentucky’s 16-day Modern Gun season, where most of the
season’s harvest occurs. The total harvest from the season
opener in early September through the end of November
stands at 129,577 deer, nearly 1,500 animals more than

the 10-year average.  
Click HERE  to read more!

2025-2026 Kentucky Farm
Bureau Federation Black
Vulture Depredation Sub-

Premit Process
-Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation

Kentucky Farm Bureau has received a statewide
depredation permit that allows for a limited number

of black vulture “takes” where black vultures are
depredating on livestock. Livestock producers who

are experiencing depredation may apply for a
Livestock Protection depredation sub-permit that, if
approved, will allow producers to protect livestock
against black vulture attacks. This program allows

for takes of black vultures or incidental takes of
turkey vultures only. No other protected migratory

bird species is authorized to be taken under this
program. 

Click HERE to read more! 

https://kyforagenews.com/2024/02/02/the-gift-that-keeps-giving-clover/?mc_cid=12aa501e87&mc_eid=8be0d82d64
https://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Documents/2025-11-DeerHarvestRpt.pdf
https://www.almanac.com/winter-weather-folklore
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/_docs/programs/woodland-steward/U%203%20Stories%20from%20a%20Firewood%20Business%20Owner-Chirico.pdf
https://www.kyfb.com/sites/kyfb/assets/Black%20Vulture/2025-2026-Black-Vulture-Depredation-Sub-Permit-Process.pdf


Upcoming
Events

The Scott
County

Extension
Office will
be closed

from
December

24  - Janury
2  

th

nd





Winter Wheat Meeting:

Feb. 3‌ , 2026‌
rd‌

Wheat Field Day:‌ 

May 12‌ . 2026‌
th‌

Corn, Soybean, &

Tobacco Field Day:‌ ‌

July 21‌ , 2026‌
st ‌

DATE‌
Save The

KENTUCKY
CATTLEMANS

ANNUAL
MEETING

J A N U A R Y  1 5  &  1 6

A T  T H E  O W E N S B O R O

C O N V E N T I O N

C E N T E R  I N

O W E N S B O R O ,  K Y
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